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It states in the first Mishna of Tractate Rosh Hashana: There are four New Years for the
Jewish calendar: The first of Nisan - Rosh Hashana for (dating the reign of) Kings and
(setting the cycle of ) festivals The first of Elul - Rosh Hashana for tithing cattle. The first of
Tishrei - Rosh Hashana for calculating Sabbatical and Jubilee years and for various
plantings The first of Shevat - Rosh Hashana for trees, according to the school of Shamai,
the fifteenth (¥'1 Tu ) of Shevat according to the school of Hillel whose view is accepted.

Today we come together to reaffirm our connection with the land of Israel and rejoice in its
rebirth. Tu B'Shvat, Rosh Hashana La'Llanot marks the awakening of nature after its winter
sleep. As we celebrate this Seder, we renew our pledge to share in the rebuilding of
Medinat Yisrael.

Tu B'Shvat was the cutoff date to determine which produce was appropriate for the annual
offerings in the Temple. With the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, Tu B'Shvat
receded from Jewish consciousness. Centuries later the Kabbalistic tradition revived the
holiday and created a Tikkun Tu B’Shvat or Seder Tu B'Shvat.

dHa'Shkedia Porachat ve'Shemeshe Paz Zorachat
Tziporim Merosh Kol Gag Mevasrot Et Bo Hschag
Tu B'Shvat Higi'a Chag La'l'lanot
Tu B'Shvat Higi‘a Chag La'l'lanot
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The Kabbalists of sixteenth century Tsfat began the custom of holding a Tu B'Shvat Seder.
The Tu B'Shvat Seder includes four cups of wine, specific foods and story-telling. Over time,
different communities have added their own customs and the Tu B'Shvat Seder has
developed into a unique expression of appreciating the land.

How is the seder for Tu B’Shvat differeent from the seder for Pesach? At the seder for
Passover we eat matzot - tonight we eat fruits At the seder for Passover we don’t pay
attention to the color of the wine we drink - tonight we consciously move from white to
red wineAt the seder for Passover we retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt- tonight we
celebrate the trees and produce of Eretz Yisrael
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Hinei Ma Tov U'ma Na'im She'vet Achim Gam Ya'chad.

Why are we thinking about planting at this time of the year?

Tu B'Shvat marks the traditional turning point between the rainy season and the
beginning of spring.



"And | will restore my people Israel and they shall build the waste cities and inhabit
them, and they shall plant vineyards and drink the wine, they shall also make
gardens and eat the fruit." (Amos 9:14)

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai taught us: If you are planting a tree when someone tells you
that the Messiah has arrived, you should finish your planting, and then go to greet the
Messiah. It is important to plant the tree because it provides us with food and homes,
warmth and shade. Trees contribute to the building of the Messianic Age.

FIRST CUP of wine is composed entirely of white wine, symbolizing the barrenness of
the winter. Raise the cup and recite together the blessing:

®Eé1 §gEU aE AU WIE EWGCail 86Ué1 U CEAE&4 GgaEUCAx
Baruch Ata Adoni Elohaynu Melech HaOlam Borei Pre HaGafen.

Over the course of the Seder, we will eat fruits from three different categories.

The fruits that we eat tonight correspond to the different worlds in Kabbalah. According to
the Kabbalah, there are four worlds, or levels of creation: EMANATION, CREATION,
FORMATION, and ACTION (our world of physical reality).

The first fruits we eat tonight are fruits with inedible peels, which symbolize the
world of ACTION: pomegranates, almonds, walnuts, pistachios, chestnuts, hazelnuts
and oranges. First we eat fruits of Israel. Lift up the fruit and recite:

i E€1 0 aEkE Al ' BOITjUBx ad@iiUe@ 10 CE& E&4 Gg¢aEUCAX
Baruch Ata Adoni Elohaynu Melech HaOlam Borei Pre HaAtz.

One day, Honi was walking along, and say an old man planting a carob tree. Honi knew
that the old man would not live to see the fruits of his labor. He asked the man: "Why do
you bother to plant a tree if you will never see its fruits?" The man answered: "l will not see
this tree full grown, but my children will and their children will. | plant this tree for them."
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Ki Tavo'u El Ha'aretz Unta'a'tem Kol Etz Te'chila. Venatan Ha'etz Piryo
Ve'Ha'a'retz Yevula. Et Linto'a I'lanot, Et Linto'a Velivnot.
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SECOND CUP of wine is 2/3 white and 1/3 red wine, symbolizing the approach of
spring. The red signifies the emergence of color. Raise the cup and recite:

®Eeél1 g EU aE AU WIE EvWGCail 86Ué1U CEAaE&4 GgaEUCAx
Baruch Ata Adoni Elohaynu Melech HaOlam Borei Pre HaGafen.

We now take fruits from the second category. These fruits are edible on the outside, but
have inedible pits, symbolizing the Kabbalistic world of FORMATION: olives, dates, apples

and plums. Once again, we eat first from the fruits of Israel. Lift up the fruit and recite: L
i Eé€1T0 aE Al ' BOITjUBx ad@ilUé 11U CE& E& Gg¢aEUCAX

Baruch Ata Adoni Elohaynu Melech HaOlam Borei Pre HaAtz.


http://www.wzo.org.il/encountr/choni.htm

Israel is like the date palm, of which none is wasted; its dates are for eating, its
lulavim are for blessing; its fronds are for thatching; its fibers are for ropes; its
webbing for sieves; its thick trunks for building - so it is with Israel, which contains no
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®eEel g EU aE AU WIE ExGCail 86Ueé 10U CEaE& GgcaEUCAx

Baruch Ata Adoni Elohaynu Melech HaOlam Borei Pre HaGafen.
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